RUSSELL’S
CHESS CHATS

18th Chess Olympiad was won by as usual USSR

with 39% points in Championship group. Yugoslavia

was next at 31 then Bulgaria 30, USA 29%, West
Germany 29, Canada finished 13th with 19, DUNCAN
SUTTLES was the stat for Canadian team playing
17 gemes winning 7 drawing 9 and losing only 1
and acocording to Chess qualifying him for
grandmaster titlel SUTTLES played 2nd board.
In Group B finals Holland took top honors g
point ahead of England while Group C went to
Australia snd Group D to Singapore. Best

board scores were won by PETROSIAN lst board
87.5%, TRINGOV of Bulgaria 78.86% on 2,

KORCHNOI 84.6% on 3, KAGAN of Isresel 80,8%

on 4 while lst reserve went to POLUGAYEVSKY

of USSR 80.8% and 2nd reserve to SMYSLOV 91.7%.
53 nations took part. ROBERT FISCHER wa#to play
for USA but did not like the lighting, had to
have fluorescent, then too he had to be able

to play his games in private. Were other things
also when the two listed were notmet he just

up and left. DONALD BYRNE who was to be non-
playing captain was now & pleying member of

the team, Players and spectators were very
close togebher in the hall and PETROSHAN was

in agreement that conditions were unsatisfastory,

but he put up with them. Assume Chesgs Life
will have quite abit to say about This. wWonder
how much USCF paid Fischer? Scores for USA
team were: RESHEVSKY 5-6-2 for 6l$%, EVANS 4-
5-3 for 54.2% BENKO 2-8-2 for 50% ROBERT
BYRNE 4-7-1 for 62,5% LOMBARDY 5-5-1 for 68.2%
and DONALD BYRNE 7-4~1l for 75%. Of intersst
to Canadian readers are score for their team
YANOFSKY 4-4-6 42.9% SUTTLES 7-9-1 67.7%
MACSKASY 4-~5-4 50% ALLAN 4-4-4 50% DAY 3-1-8
29.2% and SCHULMANN 2~4-2 50%. Site for 1970
Chegs Olympics is Siegen, West Germany and
1972 at Palma de mallorca, Spain.

Larsen

By Jude Acers

CONVERSATION WITH A GRANDMASTER: BENT LARSEN
ASPEN, COLORADO - AUGUST, 1968

Q. Bent, I do not understand the ease with
which you speek to skeptics and friends alike
when your World Candlidates match with Spassky
is discussed., Surely it wasn't a mere stat-
istie? 3

A, Well, hardly a mere statisticl It was
primarily a dissappointment with the World
Chess Federation, with its ldng series of
matches to get a World Championship mateh
that bothers me, You must understand that
the playing conditions in Sweden were not
stipulated in advence and the Boris Spassky
was very upset with the arrangements for our
match when he arrived in Sweden. I had pre-
pared for this matoh for so long and wanted
to win badly. So I was not to careful in
determining the fee to be payed and other
items., When we got to Sweden it was simply
too late to ohange the terrible affair. Of
course for me there was the simple fact that
1 was unadle to concentrate at the worst
possible time, I woudd sit at the board and
could not see a thing, I only wanted to get
away as soon as possible without, naturally,
throwing away gemes on purpose.

Q. Mr, Larsen, can you be more specific? Exac-
tly what were the uncomfortable snags and who
was responsible?

A, Well, the match was without notice aschedu-
led in Sweden rather than Yugoslavia as both
Spassky and I had requested. Yugoslavia is
ideal, you know, with its fervent ohess enth-

1 a=m sorcy to ssy thet ome =an was responsible
for all arrangement s, FIDE Fresident Folke
Regard., Somehow he wished to use his spomsor-
ship of the mateh to belster his bid for the
Presidency of the Swedish Chess PFederatiom.
This seems to be the sole reason for bringing
the match to his natiog.

Q. But Bent, that seems fantastic, He's already
President of FIDE. Surely there must have beean
other Regard motives.

A, I do not understand the matter either but it
is apparently true, Regard disappeared just
after the opening moves of the lst game and
could not be located for an emplanation of the
prizes, virtually nothing, nor of the other
match irregularities, Spassky arrived in
Sweden a day before me and wanted to leave im-
mediately after learning the matoh terms. He
kept saying "I am a chess professional} " for
all of thke members of tle press to hear desp-
ite the tendency of all the Russians to be
listing themselves as Journalists of students
or what have you. Indeed, had I arrived on the
same day it is very probable we would never
have pleyed the match in Swedeh at all. As it
were I arrived Just three hours before the lst
game. By this time Mr. Regard had assured
Spassky and his second that many adjustements
would be made. The Russien Chess Federation
was horrified to learn that 1t was responsible
for Spassky's expenses and in foreign currency
to boot. Payment in non-roubles is,as you
know practically a disaster for a Russian ag-
ency. In fact this was the reason I ocould not
play in the Mosocow 1967 grandmesters tournam-
ent, because no arrangements could be made to
allow me to take my winnings out of the coun-
try. 4nd so Spakky and I wound up playing for
about $40.00, nothing whatsoever being changed
as the match progressed. Regard has gotten a
banker friedd to alot a small amount far the
matfh and though well meaning this patronm knew
notaing about chess at all. He only afterward
learned the true conditions of the play and

the meaning of the match to the chess world.
Then he sent an apology and explanstion of
what a sad trick had been played upon us.

Q. You said something earlier, something fant-
astlec happened as you were preparing to degin.
4. Yes! Folke Regard threatened me with repri-
sals if I should complain about the mateh on
the Swedish radio and television. Imagine! He
said that he would mske life unlivable for me
in Sweden during the matech end thet I would

be unpopular generally. And do you think that
Bobby Fischer is not well acguainted with this
condition of FIDE? I should retaliate on my
own television program in Denmark!

Q. Bent, are you and Spassky good friends?

A, Oh yes! We get along splendidly and often
spend time analyzing and touring between rounds
of tournaments,

G» Who do you pick now in the Spassky-Korchmoi
maboh?

A. Oh,well, xorchnol of oourse. Why, what do
you think?

Qe What?! ...Well,...0f course 1 must choose
Spassky because of the tremendous care with
which he prepared for your matech with him, I
it possible at your, shall we say "normal" pla-
¥ing strength to lose 3 games in a row as in
the Spassky matoch?

A, Oh yes. You laugh but it happened in a
small tournament last year to me. It is possible
to play well and still lose if one is not chi-
cken! .

Qe Ia it true that the Danish people really do
make it pleasant fa the best grandmaster in the
county?

A, Yes, I was amazed to learn that a man in
Copenhagen keeps records af the times a

name, living or dead, is mentioned in the
leading newspapers and such, Of all the sports
figures I was first., That shows something., And
of course financially things are well.

(To be continued next month, With what Larsen
thinks of Petrosian, zonal system,FIDE,Fischer,

usiasts and ideal playing conditions ( to say 14 eto.)

nothing of good money prizes for both players)
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Larsen ,

By Jude Acers

(continued from last month)

@« What do you think of World Chempion Petrosian?
A. It is certainly true that he isn't much of

a World's Champion but I think it is proper thad
the title is decided in along match., I certainly
fedl this way, so does Fischer, Spassky certainly.
But Petrosian is perhaps, I think, the best
matoh player.

Q. Bent, poof! I push a button and give you the
right to change the world zonal system, How
would you do it?

A. A panel of experts in FIDE would vote the
eight strongest players into a tournament
amongest themselves, preferably a double round
robin. The selection of the eight strongest
would not be difficult at all,

Q. Bent who would be decidedly be in these eijht
players today? )
A, At present Fischer, 3passky, Ivkov, Portisoh,
Petroaian,Korohnoi,Tai and myself, Don' be mis-
takened, I greatly admire Botvinnik for remain-
ing in the leading players in ths World,

Q. You have expressed discontent with FIDE in
this interview and with many other comments
earlier. Would you oconsider the fantastio
proposition of joining with fischer in boyoott-
ing rIDE zonal events unless both of you are
satisflied? 1In fact, later hhis year won't you
be akle to see Fisoher and discuss this?

Ae Agalin, your question is not so far fetched

as you think. I have given careful thought to
this matter of Joining with Fischer in a mutuel
boycott as you say. But FIDE is ohanging Pre-
sidents in lLugano later this year so that the
matter 1s wisely not folowed through, Under

a new administraetion a new chess scene mey well
be possible. But a boycott would be hardly a
hindrance to ¥IDE.

Q. What do you think of William Addison?

A. I do not know him well but he should certainly
play more,

Qe D14 Pischer's withdrawal from Sousse Inter-
zonal upset you?

A. It was surely not expected by anyone. You
must remember that Bobby is an exteemly nervous
person, It is not an aot when he waves away
photographers in Santa Monica or complains about
lighting and the playing sohedule in africa, He
is truly bothered by these things, I think, And
his withdrawal greatly encourages my plan for
the World Chempionship Candidates to be decided
by a closed round robin so that all oonditions
ocould be kept under oontrol and every complaint
within human reason could be swifty dealt with,
A8 for myself, personally, I was sorry to see
Bobby leave., I had no part in his persecution
or the so called "Rusgsian plot", As your ochess
press has already reported, Gligoric and the
other Yugoslavs would not even consider it either.
Even Matulovie,

Q. Do you fedl that through some strange cholee
or environmental handicap Flscher is a very lo-
nely person?

A, Yes, I do. He 1s really a good person
quite friendly but somehow not happy and £his
appears in a tournament so large that irritations
are bound to be as in Africa.

f. What oan Be déne to help Fisoher?

A. It is not clear, Mg be Bobby only needs a
little more stabllity and more confidence in the
abllity of things to work themselves out in a
blg tournament- 1ike Sousse's Interzonal, Of
ooures if we say that his happiness is essiensal

#-*2 his playing well in the World Championship
\Urvents then we are perhapa saying that his

chances farthe title are not good now, But they
could be greatly changed in the near future, aAnd
what others say is no matter, I do wish Bobby
Fischer well, certainly.

Q. You have had many heartbreaking minus score
and also ran events whoih were the subjeots of
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barks by ohess oritios everywhere. Now in splte
of everything you have develpped into truly one
of the gréatest tournament players 1in history.
Besides the agset attributed to you by Robert
Byrne and William Addison-that you are able to
play and play, hour after hour and living ochess
through the enjoymentof the sheer act of moving
the ohess pleces about, is there any other spe-
oial feature of your play.

A, A8 you know I have oonfidence and am always
trying to win. I never make deals andalways
compete to thke end. I have the impression that
1 am willling to work on theory more thah my
opponents, Particularly in the openings but in
the endgames as well., At Sousse nobddy was
quite sure that Reshevsky dould not hold a bad
queen and pawn ending., But after everyone was
certain, It is learning from practise that
inactive masters never obtain,

¢. Robert Byrne's recent last round win over you
seemed very well planned., Do you think he is
potentially a world title candidate?

A+, He is very good, unquestionably. Perhaps un~
derrated by players, a real grandmaster. But it
is impossible to tell what the future holds,

Ge DO you think that the grendmaster title has
been cheapened immeasurably by the standards
FIDE allows for the title?

A. In the past ten years, yes. many so called
grandmasters are not worthy of the title. I un-
dersatand that Robert Byrne 1s proposing a scheme

to make the title truly first rate, difficult
to obtain without grendmaster play{ng strength
and consistent evidence of it in international
tournaments. But I am not lnvolved.

G+ When you travel through the US and Cenada in
the next two months do you plam to study ochess
at all? Do you have a personal chess library
on the road so to speak?

A. No, It may be difficult for you to imagine
but 1 only came to this ocountry for a rest and
a real vacation. Of course I do have many
volumes at home in Copenhagen and keep many
notebooks, I mark books and magazines but
mostly with comments like "nonsense","foolish"
and "*wrong-wrong egein,” I enjoy playing chess
very much and 80 it is not too much of a

strain after the Spassky match playing almost
immediately here.

Q. At the US Open thers are young players like
Norman Weinstein of New York and Greg DeFotis
of Chicago. To my way of thinking it's Just
about impossible to get young players like
these into training tournaments abroad as well
as at home. I'm beginning to think nobody
really oares about promoting talent in the
whole English speaking world, What do you think?
A, It is mostly a matter of people not ocaring,
really. Your government does not help ohess~-
plygers as I understand it other than with a
little ald here or there for an international
tean., Development of talent is left to chance
as with Bobby. And it 1g very diffdcult to gee
Ameriocans into Furopean tournaments because of
the cost involved. Even Flscher sometimes costs
too much, Europeans think! But I do not know
exaotly what should be done. You must go to
Europe if you are to be a good player.

Q. I oould not really oredit reports by friends
and two newspapers as I was heading to thls
tournament that you were actually playing. When
4id you really decide to ilay in the US Qpen?
A, Aba! Well, your suspiclons are well founded,
I had received a very nice invitation for the
US ghd Canadian Chess Federations to play in
their leadl ng summer tournaments but was really
undecided. I was so very disappointed with my
play W th Spasaky that I was really undeoided
about replying at all in faot. But on Thursday
evening-just two days before the US Open began
here in Colorado- I got a call from the director
of your federatlion Ed Edmondson and he told me
that the last possible plane to get me to the
tournament in time for the lst round was only

a few hours away. S0 in the manner that I

truly like to do things, man of the world/you
know and all that, I wes on my wey at the last



possible moment.
Q. I had really hoped that Mrs., Larsen, your
famous second, would be here. Is she in Copen-
hagen and what does she think about chess?
A, Oh yes, she is in Copehhagen and works in a
little kindergarden school in a slum district
there. With little children you know! As for
chess, certainly she approves and even my father
has come to like my profession despite earlier
warnings that I had gone mad, and that I should
never succeed and would starve and all of this.
My wife is really a wonderful person whom I
%ove very much and I am sorry you cannot meet
er.
G+ Speaking seriously about seconds, you real}y
don't kike to use one do you?
A. Right, because I am so very skeptical of all
analysis that I resd and am naturally strong
enough to find mistekes in even a good pleces
of work. Botvinnik feels the same.
s How do you like america?
A. Oh very much. I was here you know for Dallas
1957 and stayed with Larry Evans and the Calif=-
ornia player Ronnle Gross after. I learned
something in Dallas and at the Hastings tourna-
ment that year- to sherpen my play when things
were going badly, to be more aggressive than
routinely. I should really call playing in
tournaments like my series of five in 1967 and
1968 really stupid. Nobody should play like that,
one tournament after the other.
(Robert Byrne when chipped in: YOU SHOULD TALK!
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Round 4
MARYSVILLE 7 -3 BELLEVUE
Eero Jaaska 1%~ Jerry VanDeene
John Kuehn 1%-% Fred Klein
John leller 2 =0 Karl Joiner
Lee Baldwin 2 =0 Larry Pratt
Steve Dykstra 0 -1 Ken Burton
Steve Dykstra 0 -1 Brad Martin

Round 5

Poatponed to February 2, 1969

IT'S NOT HARD FOR YOU TO SiaY THAT. THE STUPID
ORE VON THEM ALL!) Round 6
Northwest Chess wishes to thank Mr Jude acers SEATTLE CHESS C. 6%-3% BELLEVUE
very much for sending in this very fine inter- ¥rank Alexandro 2 =0 Fred Klein
view and allowing Northwest chessplayers to Digne delenea 0 -2 Karl Joiner
learn more about Bent Larsen. Robert Burms *1 -1 Larry Pratt
Tim Kauppila 1%-% Brad Martin
INTERSTATE OPEN CHAMPIONS Les nggn by fort 15 -0 Ken Burton
win by forfe
1968 viktors Pupols 45)
1967 1Ivars Dalbergs (64) OREGON BELLINGHAM 6 =3 TACOMA
Toss vars parmen 2§46) Gary Hol ist 1 Forrest Dial
1965 Ivars Dalbergs 35) ry Holmquis i-g
1984 Ivars Dalbergs (46) WINN ERS ban Chin 14~ Jack Pidkhem
1963 Duncan Suttles (37) Vledimir milicie 2 -0 Bob Martin
1962 1Ivars Dalbergs (44) ﬁaysetchin % -i Jig Aég;:gg;
1961 Richard hult etroboy - o
Ivgr:rDaigeﬁgsz*or (24l THUNDERBIRDS 0 10 BOEING "A" (F)
1960 Ivars Dalbergs 2(23) OREGON STATE CHAMPIONS
*There is dispute about who MARYSVILLE 0 - 10 BOEING "B" (F)
won see march 1961 VCL. 1968 Ivars Dalbergs .
OREGON OPEN CHAMPIONS 1967 Clark Harmon LEAGUE STANDINGS
] 1966 Clark Harmon 1. Boel npw s 1 26 12
1968 Ivars Dalbergs (50) 1965 1Ivars Dalbergs 2- °§l§€ nam 1 25 1
1967 Clark Harmon (64) 1984 Lon Turner 5. Besttis i 4 1 33 17
1966 Duncan Suttles (53 iggg johﬂ B;aiéor mtok Ve
1965 Viktors Pupols 48 ames
1064 Elod Maoskasy 49 1961 Ivars Dalbergs 4. Boeing "B" 2k 24 25 24
1963 Ivars Dalbergs (40) 25 25
1962 James MoCormick (31 2 ﬁggg‘:ﬁi‘ii‘g' 2 2 % 353
1961 Janmes McCormiok (36 °
1960 James McCormick (32
1957 Viktors Pupols (44 9
1956 James MoCormick (27 8. Thunderbirds 4% 3 402
1953 Arthur Deke (19
1952 Ivars Dalbergs (14)
1951 arthur Dake (13)
1950 Jim Sehmitt {11)
1948 Arthur Dake (10} ¥ROM THIRD CLASS BULK RATE
NORTHWEST CHESS U.SéAggSTAGE
NOTICE P, 0. BOX 1631
To help the circulation director of Northwest YAKIMA, WASHINGTON 98901 YAKIMA WASH
Chess please renew your subsoription before it PERMIT NO., 84

expires. On your address stencll agber your
name appears the month in which your subseript-
ion runs out., Please send in your check, maybe
for 2-3 years, before it does so the circulation
director does not have to send you a notice of

expiration,
RENE W
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Thank you

PLAY POSTAL CHESS

L




