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Name the players, the TD and the occasion! 36 subscriber months
to be divided among the correct guessers.
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For Morthwest Chess Business
Manager: Derrick Robinson

As my candidacy is unopposed, I will not use valuable magazine
space for a lengthy campaign statement. Let me state simply that
I am proud to be running for Business Manager as part of a team
with Nikolay Minev, Jerome Buroker, and Art Iodice. This is an
exciting era for chess, and readers of Northwest Chess can expect
to see that excitement reflected in these pages.

Derrick Robinson

To All Subscribers to Morthwest Chess:

I am running for Editor because I believe that Northwest Chess
should be not only a bulletin for questions of chess admini-
stration, but also should serve as a tool for promoting chess
education and increasing the standard of play at all levels of
ability.

In the four years since I arrived in the United States, there
has been a big increase in the number of participants in tourna-
ment chess, and an explosion in the availability of information.
The level of play here in the Northwest has grown during that
time, but at a slow pace. Players at all levels must have this
information in order to improve. As Editor, I will strive to
provide more coverage of local events, and to use the magazine
as a forum for all players. My goal is to make Northwest Chess
the best local chess magazine in the United States, interesting
to all classes of players, and delivered on time.

A brief word about my qualifications and experience: I was
awarded the International Master title in 1960. In Bulgaria, I
was the Editor of Shakhmatna Mis’l (Chess Thought), which had a
circulation of 9000, from 1972 until 1979. In addition, I wvas
author and co-editor of all five volumes of The Encyclopedia of
Chess Openings and three volumes of The Encyclopedia of Chess
Endings.

I am not running for this office as an individual, but as part
of a team which includes Derrick Robinson, former Business
Manager of Northwest Chess and currently Treasurer of the
Washington Chess Federation; Art -lodice, computer specialist,
and Jerome Buroker, Vice President and Tournament Director of
the Seattle Chess Club.

Thank you.
Nikolay Minev

Statement for WCF President:
John Braley

This past year has seen a change in the Washington Chess Feder-
ation. This may be exemplified by the consensus that has been
achieved on every issue that has come to a vote. I am especially
pleased that this consensus extends, as far as I know, not just
to voting Officers but to everyone who cared enough to come to
the meetings. I want to see the Federation continue in the
direction of cooperation and harmeny. This requires increased
objectivity. We must try to view each issue from the perspective
of every level of chessplayer from any area of the state. (For
example, those from Seattle should remember when making financial
considerations that, say, Spokane has only one third the average
personal income of Seattle). While it is good that people accom-
plish things together on the basis of friendship, an organiza-
tion such as this needs a more formal basis for its achievements.
This is a Federation for all chessplayers in the state; it should
not be an “old boy network”. :

Let me further express my opinion that the Officers of the Federa-
tion should not constitute an elite, honcrific group but should
be viewed as volunteers willing to serve fellow chessplayers. If
they do that well then they deserve your respect and assistance.

If you agree with this outlook on the Federation then please
demonstrate your support by taking the time to vote.

Thank you.

John Braley

Vote for Russell W. Miller
for WCF Secretary

I would like to continue working for Chess in Washington as WCF
Secretary. Now that I will no longer be Northwest Chess Busi-
ness Manager it will allow me more time to work on WCF projects.
I have several projects in mind.

Thanks for your support.

Russell W. Miller

Larry Leggett for Secretary

If elected as Secretary of the WCF I intend to work actively
tovards molding an organization that provides one thing: strong
representation for its members. Having been an officer of chess
clubs in other areas and an active player for over 15 years, I
appreciate the contribution a strong organization can make.

The WCF is presented with the unique opportunity to promote the
game of chess in the Northwest. Yasser Seirawan’s current

efforts, the recent U.S. Open in Portland, the tour by Maya
Chiburdanidze, and the upcomming Goodwill Games all serve as
lightning rods for attracting public interest to the game of
chess.

To capitalize on this sudden interest and provide its
members with more opportunity than ever before, the WCF must take
some strong positive steps.

Major emphasis should be placed on increasing membership. This
will provide a stronger financial basis from which to operate.
To accomplish this, the officers must maintain member support by
being responsive to their needs. Additionally, an active
campaign must be developed to promote the game of chess to the
uninitiated and further broaden the membership base.

Newsletters, magazines and other forms of communication must be
informative and accurate, but more importantly cover topics that
are of interest to the readers. This can only be accomplished
through informed, cohesive leadershi-"b. Above all, the organi-
zation must reflect the views of its members, not create those
views. The officers must provide direction, not control.

I am excited by the interest that chess is gathering and know it
will only improve the quality and the strength of the players.
Hopefully, you will allow me to contribute by electing me
Secretary.

Larry Leggett

Statement for USCF_Voting Delegate
By John Braley

The US Open serves as the annual USCF convention. This year in
Portland 1 attended several of the workshops at this event. 1
found little of much use to grassroots regional chess, but I
think this could be improved. Up to now I have stayed clear of
USCF politics. I am dismayed by the general attitude of the USCF
which often seems to place "business” far above chess and chess~
players. (Not to mention that these "business” considerations
are often wasteful and misguided). I am also dismayed by the
lack of support Washington voters gave to Yasser Seirawan (only
three votes out of six). This position, USCF Voting Delegate,
involves only, essentially, one round of voting in the coming
year. Yet I think it important that chessplayers be represented
in this voting. Many chess administrators hardly play chess
anymore and have lost that critical perspective. If elected to
this office, I will vote what 1 consider the best interest of
all the chessplayers in the State of Washington.

John Braley
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Statement Against Re—instatement of the
Directors Vote By John Braley
Presently there are four WCF Directors: High School, Junior High
School, Elementary School and Senior Adult. At this time each of
them has the same vote as each of the WCF Officers at the quarter-
ly WCF business meetings. Several years ago, when I was WCF
Secretary, noting the sporadic attendance by Directors at WCF
meetings I asked Robert A. Karch why directors had an equal vote
with regular officers. He said, "Its the only way we can get
them to come to the meetings.” But very few attended then and
none now. Not one” of the four Directors has come to any of the
four meetings held so far this year. Is that a mark against the
individuals holding those positions? In my opinion, no. It
merely reflects the inappropriateness of asking those whose main
concerns are their specific constituencies to take a full role in

the running of the whole organization.

The above 1is primarily practical.
consideration? The six officer positions are: President, VP,
Secretary, Treasurer, TD and Editor. But the Editor is elected
by all subscribers to NWC and when you consider that the Presi-
dent votes only to break ties, you realize that the five voting
positions (four Directors plus the Editor) not directly elected
by WCF members have more votes than those who are. This is
clearly an inappropriate situation.

May I present a theoretical

So am I against the Directors? Absolutely not.
am re-elected, I will. place a high priority on strengthening the
WCF's relationship to its Directors and on increasing their
effectiveness with their constituencies. These posts are both
honored and useful and I do not believe that establishing a
sensible policy with regard to voting at business meetings will
diminish that- fact.

In fact, if I

I urge you to vote No on the reinstatement of the Directors’
power to vote at WCF business meetings.
John Braley

Inserted Statement by Outgoing Editor
I did not intend to say anything but, above, I see that I have
been mis-quoted or, at best, incompletely quoted. Anyway, the
reasoning behind the scholastic directorships is quite simple: to
induce their participation in the scholastic affairs of the state
chess federation. Mere “attendance at meetings” is not a suffic-
ient reason, and I doubt if that is what I said or intended.

Since the HWCF organization, as a body, clearly assumes the
authority for -- but does not itself actually organize -- the
scholastic events such as the ™"Washington” elementary, junior
high, and high school tournaments (See Bylaws, Section 9) it only
makes sense to allow those "constituent directors” to come to the
meetings and to exercise a voting option, should they decide to do
so. By disenfranchising the scholastic directors (who are per-
forming work that the MWCF itself doesn't do), we are saying they
can express opinions, do the work, but have no vote. How many of
you would come to meetings at which you could not vote? The fact
that they have not been coming RECENTLY (while John has been Pre-
sident) may be a reflection of something else. In years past,
these directors did sometimes come. With the expansion of scholas-
tic chess, and if made to feel welcome, they are likely to returnt
Robert A. Karc%

Statement against Re-instatement of
the Senior Adult Directorship
Two very fine people have held this post in recent years, John
Ward and MWayne Metsker. I do not think anyone would question
the quality of these Directors. But I think the Directorship
itself does not stand up under examination. Do we really need a
special post to deal with the needs of chessplayers turned fifty
years of age? Rusty Miller said to me, "In a few more years
you'll be fifty, then you’ll wish there was a Senior Director.”

My -point is that’s exactly when I won’t want a Senior Director.
Let me give you a parallel example. One of the main reasons there
has not been a Hashington State HWomen’s Championship in the last
decade (or longer) is that most of the women chessplayers in the
state have expressed a strong desire not to be identified separ-
ately from the rest of the chessplayers by such a tournament. I
think a similar line of reasoning may hold for Senior Adults.

John MWard put considerable time and money into a recent Senior
Adult Championship tournament. I believe only three contestants
showed up to play. To the best of my knowledge the state has
not held a successful Senior Adult Championship in many, many
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years. I have consulted both Mr. Ward and Mr. Metsker on ending
this Directorship and they both indicated that would be OK. For
those chessplayers whose advanced age may be a contributing fac-
tor to an inability to attend chess tournaments, the proposed
"Checked Chessplayers” Directorship could be very helpful. Furthe-
rmore, any desirable tournaments for Senior Adults could easily
be organized through the appropriate Officer, the WCF TD. Please
vote NO on the reinstatement of the Senior Directorship.
John Braley

Statement for Checked Chesspiayer’
irectorship

Until recent years, the WCF has had a long history of helping
chess In prisons. Chess has obvious qualities for such situ-
ations. It can be played by correspondence; it can promote good
social contact and self-esteem. And it is intrinsically inter-
esting and fascinating -- the body may be restrained but the
imagination can soar. My idea is to try to extend these benefits
to all confined persons.

If you vote YES on this proposition the Bylaws would read:”
Article 13: THE CHECKED CHESSPLAYERS® DIRECTOR. The officers of
the WCF shall appoint a Director whose responsibility will be to
facilitate, encourage, and promote the enjoyment of chess among
the homebound and those in confined situations such as hospitals,
nursing homes and prisons.”

An explanation of the slightly silly name: [ didn't 1like
fined Chessplayers' Director” and, in a thesaurus, discovered
that "checked” 1is a synonym for "confined”. Certainly the word
"checked” fits well with chess. The way I look at it, the indi-
vidual may be in check -- but is far from being checkmated.

"Con-

Whatever you think about the name, I hope you agree with me that
this Directorship could help promote chess in a socially useful
fashion and I hope you will vote YES on this Proposition.

John Braley

Statement for Revised

WCF Constitution/Bylaws:
The present version of the WCF Constitution/Bylaws was
established in 1981. In the intervening five years there have
been numerous changes voted Iinto various Articles and Sections.
It was time to reconcile these changes into the main document in
a coherent manner. I sought assistance in this project; Larry
Leggett volunteered his services. I gave him a copy of the
original and copies of the changes voted. He used a word-
processor to return to me a print-out that contained, in add-
ition to the original material, -voted changes, improvements in
phrasing and a reduction in inconsistencies. I made some more
changes and we went back and forth until we had a presentable
document . '

The Secretary, Russell Miller, contributed some changes and then
it was submitted to the WCF membership at the annual general
meeting for placement on the annual mail ballot. The Consti-
tution requires that chances in the Constitution be published in
N4C before balloting. My desire was to publish it in final form
and hope that the voters would accept all of it, making it unnec-
essary to republish it. Nevertheless, I didn’t want to slip
anything by the voters. Therefore the significant changes are
being presented as Propositions, allowing changes back to the
original form. Unfortunately, the editor of NWC chose to rewrite
about 15% of the text as he was publishing it. I learned of this
only wupon reception of the magaqzine. Hard, careful work went
into this project. It’s not an ideal document by any means, but
should serve quite well until the WCF decides to put forth the
considerable effort to attain Federal non-profit status. Please
vote YES on this Proposition.
John Braley

(Added by Editor. At the meeting, we agreed not to bring it up,
but I see that John only wants to present his side. I did what I
had to do; the only method left to SHOCK the careless president
into paying attention to the views of ALL the WCF officers! By
and large it is a reasonable effort, but John, as is usual for
him, SELECTIVELY presented the document to certain persons for
their opinion and deliberately bypassed at least one interested
officer (perhaps others) and apparently ALL OF THE DIRECTORS (who
thereby lost their vote!) in his haste to get this document to the
voters. HWhen revising such a major document, he should first put
it into writing, FULLY CIRCULATE the document for views, and THEN
submit it to the voters for change. Only an "oral” document was
presented at the WCF annual meeting; we were not given a paper to
look at at that time. -- Be angry with me if you must, but I am
sure that the point has been made and that whoever is in charge
next time will be more diligent.) Robert A. Karch



For Editor:

this ballot

987 MAIL BALLOT

page,

or send in a copy of it.

Vote for ONE IM Nikolay Minev
All subscribers may vote. — —  (Write-in)
For Business Manager: — —
Vote for ONE Derrick P. Robinson
All subscribers may vote. — m—t  (Write-in)
For Washinalton Board Members:
Vote for TWO — —
Washington subscribers may vote. Jerome Buroker Arthur P. Iodice
[:] Paul Eggers
(Write-in) E— w——d  (Write-in)
|For Oregon Board Members:
Vote for TWO — —_—
Oregon subscribers may vote. Robert Barney John C. Howell
Neil Dale Dale Wentz
p— (Write-in) E— (Write-in)

For WCF President:
Vote for ONE

All WCF regular members may vote.

John Braley

(Write~in)

For WCF Vice—President:
Vote for ONE

All WCF regular members may vote.

David Bicknell

(Write-in)

For WCF Secretary:
Vote for ONE

All WCF regular members may vote.

Gary Dorfner

Larry Leggett

Russell

Miller

(Write-in)

For WCF Tournament Director:

Vote for ONE

All WCF regular members may vote.

Robert A. Karch

(Write-in)

For WCF Treasurer:
Vote for ONE

All WCF regular members may vote.

Glenn Umipeg

(Write-in)

For USCF Delegate:
Vote for FOUR

All WCF regular members may —
vote. 1
The top vote-getter will be
the USCF Delegate; next 3
the Voting Members; the
last 3 the Alternate Voting
members.

Dave Bicknell

John Braley

Dave Collyer

Peter Dessaules

John Donaldson

Robert A. Karch

Russell Miller

Yasser Seirawan

Fred Thornton

Glenn Umipeg

(Write-in)

(Write-in)

(Write-in)

(Write-in)

Please 'turn page for WCF
Constitution and Bylaws.
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1987 MAIL BALLOT

Please remove this ballot page, or send in a copy of it.

Only Regular Members of Washington Chess Federation Vote.

1. Approve Revised WCF Constitution and Bylaws
YES NO See September issue for text and additions corrections in minutes of WCF Officers
neeting of 9/16 on page 175 of this issue.

YES NO 2. In revised bylaws: The Senior Adult Directorship should be
reinstated.

3. Re section 13 in the revised Bylaws: New position
"Checked Chessplayers’'" Directorship
YES NO Should be retained.

4. Re article 5 in revised Bylaws: The power to vote at WCF

_ Officers Meetings at which the affairs and business of the
\(EESS PJ() WCF are managed should be re-instated for the four WCF
Directorships.

'INSTRUCTIONS FOR SENDING YOUR BALLOT

1. Cut this page out of the magazine (or make a copy) and place the ballot in an envelope,
clearly marked: MAIL BALLOT

2. Your name and address is needed on the OUTSIDE of the envelope to:(a) clearly establish
your eligibility to vote, and to (b) determine which positions you are eligible to vote
for. Note that during the count, the ballots will be separated from the envelopes. There
is no need to place a personal identification on the ballot itself.

3. Deliver or Mail the Ballot Envelope to: Wayne Metsker
8717 22nd Ave W.
Seattle WA 98117

4. Deadline for receipt of Ballot: ) pm, SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 14

PLEASE VOTE

Sign your name and put your address if you would like a WCF or Northwest Board Officer to reply
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Summary of Minutes WCF
Officers Meeting 9/16/87

Persons in attendance: John Braley-President, Dave Bicknell-VP,
Derrick  Robinson-Tres., Robert A.Karch-NWC Editor, Russell
Miller-Sec. and Larry Leggett-WCF Sec. Candidate.

Minutes of 5/6 Officers meeting were read and approved.

Secretary Items:

President was not happy about annual meeting minutes as printed
in Northwest Chess.

WCF gets 1 USCF Delegate and 3 Voting Members. The officers
decided (4-0) that the 1987 election of WCF members to fill
these four spots will be by having the membership vote for 4 on
the annual mail ballot and the top vote getter will be the
Delegate and the next three in order of votes received will be
the Voting Members and alternates. By petition John Braley’s
name will be on the mail ballot for USCF Voting delegate. By
petition Robert A. Karch will be on the mail ballot for WCF TD.

Treasurer’s report as of 9/16/87. Balance 7/30/87 $1,644.08.
Income $20.50; Expenses none; Balance $1,664.58, including $713.50
of SASP money, none of which has been spent yet. The USCF has $
521.30 more that we can apply for. We have setup the percentages
of how the $713. 50 will be spent but now need concrete plans on
how to spend it.

Gary Dorfner was not in attendance at the meeting but he had
given the Secretary a proposed budget for 1987 Washington Jr.
Closed. The budget was to be $225.00 with cash prizes to the
players, and $75.00 for TD and expenses. The officers voted 4-0
to table the project at this time. The officers were not
inclined to award cash prizes under these conditions. More
information on the tournament will be sought by the President
and VP i.e. how the players will be chosen and when and where
vill it be held.

The officers voted 4-O to permit Gary Dorfner to hold the 1987
Washington Jr. Open on Oct 9-10 with trophy prizes and WCF
membership not required.

[t was voted 4-0 to spend about $30.00 of the Scholastic SASP
funds for the President to send about 100 letters to Elementary/
Jr High and High Schools from WCF. The letter will include such
things as USCF membership structure, USCF programs for students,
WCF programs for students and that chess clocks can be purchased
for $15.00 from the WCF, plus other information.

The awarding of Challengers Cup was put off until later. The
President is to check ASP with HKestern Washington U to see what
their plans are for holding more tournaments, maybe the
Washington Open in January.

The President will check with Dave Surratt to see what he has
been doing as the USCF Clearhouse person and why he has not
renewed his KWCF membership.

There was a long discussion about the wversion of the WCF
Constitution and By/Laws as printed in September issue of NWC.
The officers present agreed to the following changes in the
September issue text.

The Washington Chess Federation Constitution and Bylaws is as
published in the September NWC (page 148-9) with the exception of
these changes:

Article 4 ---Change the first sentence to read "Membership is
open to all persons residing in Washington State.”

Article 5 ---Delete the second sentence so that the Article
begins: Article 5: OFFICERS, The affairs and business of the WCF
shall be managed by six officers, who shall be members during
their full term of office. The postions are as follows:...”
Article 9:0-- Delete the word “Directors.”

Bylaws/ Section 1: (B) -- Delete the second sentence so that
Section 1: (B) reads "A per tournament membership fee of $3.00
shall be set for those not members of WCF.”

Section 10: (A)-- Change the end of the second sentence to read:
"as of the USCF Annual Rating .List covering the period for
November 1 to October 31 preceding the tournament.”

Section 10: (D) Replace the last two sentences with this

sentence: ”"All of these events must occur and be reported for
rating during the period from November 1 to October 31 preceding
the championship.”
Section 13:--Insert the
word "among”

Section 13:--Delete (Version B) Section 13: entirely.

Section 14:-- In each of (A),(B),(C) and (D) add the phrase “are
eligible to vote” after the word "subscribers” or after the
phrase ”subscribers/residents”. And insert the word ”only” in
front of the phrase 'Washington subscribers/residents”. Change
the phrase ”"a minimun of two (2)” to "three (3). Add "and
submission to WCF” to the end of the last sentence.

Section 15: -- Delete: "including the proposed expenditure of any
WCF Funds” from the first sentence. Delete: "and the WCF co-
sponsorship of a USCF National Tournament” from the last sentence.

phrase "the homebound and” after the

Meeting adj at 10:17 pm
Secretary: Russell Miller

For a copy of the complete minutes send a SASE to: Russell
Miller, 4519 California Avenue SW, Seattle, WA 98116-4110

BOOK REVIEW BY JOHN DONALDSON

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP - STEINITZ TO ALEKHINE

By P. Moran; publisher Batsford, 204 pages, softcover, algebraic $
18.95

WORLD CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP - BOTVINNIK TO KASPAROV
by R.G. Wade, A.J. Whiteley and R.D. Keene, publisher Batsford,
298 pages, softcover, algebraic, $19.95

These two books, recently issued by Batsford seek to give a
complete coverage of all the World Championship matches. In each
roughly the first fifty pages is given over to the history of the
various mwatches. The remainder of the books consists of all games
played for the HWorld Championship. Notes to most of the games in
both books are sparse with little prose. The best annotations are
for the more recent matches.

The first volume by Spanish journalist Pablo Moran was the more
interesting to me. Before reading it I didn't realize so many
World Championship matches had been played in the United States -
Steinitz-Zukertort 1886 (New York, St. Louls and New Orleans),
Steinitz-Gunsberg 1890-91 (New York), Steinitz-Lasker 1894 (New
York, Philly) and Lasker-Marshall 1907 (New York, Philly,
Washington, Baltimore, Chicago, Memphis and New York again).
Another interesting feature is seeing all the games. Often one
sees only the best from the past which can give a false
impression. MWitness the following game which could quite easily
have changed chess history. The match is between Chigorin and
Steinitz. The setting is Havana in February 1892 and after 22
games the score stands +9,-8, =5 in Steinitz’ favor. However after
31 moves of game 23, the match looks ready to go into overtime.
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Now instead of 32 Rxb7 with an easy win Chigorin made the horrible
blunder 32 Bb4?? allowing mate in two. That such a fine player
could commit a blunder like that gives an idea of the tension and
fatigue 1involved. For more examples check out the Botvinnik-
Bronstein match which featured some of the most imaginative and
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some of the worst chess ever played in a Horld Championship
match.

Also interesting are some of the oddities. Check out Botvinnik-
Tal 1961, game 17, where the Latvian wizard wins with two
bishops vs a knight (he did lose the match, tho, 8-13). Or the
strange ending from Karpov-Korchnol 1978, game 4, which at 124
moves is the longest World Champlonship game.

All in all both books are interesting because the subject is
fascinating. Better notes could have been given but space was
probably a problem. Another noticeable drawback is price. At
almost $40 for the set they are hardly cheap and uphold the
Batsford tradition of having the most expensive prices.

One compromise for anyone having recent World Championship books
or coples of CHESS LIFE which cover them is to hold off on
volume two. Fifteen years ago a book covering the Horld
Championship from 1948-72 was 1issued by MacMillan with good
notes by Gligoric. Today it can be found in many used bookstores
for under $10.

For earlier matches there is a good series by James Schroeder,
available thru Chess Digest. These are cheap and give more
in depth notes and history.

Having sald all that, these books are quite convenient and useful.
All serious students and chess historians will get a lot of
pleasure from them.

DAVID ROPER IN PORTLAND
By David Roper

(Intro by Oliver LaFreniere) David Roper of Everett, Washington
High School 1987 co-champion, representated our state at the
Arnold Denker tournament of State High School Champions held
concurrently with the US Open in Portland this past August. His
concise, well written report that follows, pictures his experi-
ences in that event and in the US Open.

The money that helped fund his participation came from "LaF's
slush fund”, profits from High School events organized by Oliver
LaFreniere and used to promote the interests of High School
Chess in Washington.

ARNOLD DENKER CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS
HIGH SCHOOL TOURNAMENT

This event included high-school giants and senior masters Vivek
Rao and Danny Edelman, but was decidely weak in the middle range.
In fact, I was seeded 1ith of 24 with a mere 1993 rating.
Generally, my pairings were quite favorable, as I was paired
down five times against players with ratings of 1001, 1925, 1807,
1713 and 1671. However, I did have to play Vivek Rao (2506) in
round two, and I definitely had mixed feelings. Unfortunately, I
was given the black pieces against the three highest rated
players, and didn't give Rao much of a game in a very
uncomfortable Leningrad Dutch.

I was quite impressed by the level of ability compared with the
ratings as many of the lower-rated players turned in very
respectable performances. The general environment of the
tournament wasn't ideal, though, as the TDs who checked in the
high school players also registered other players for side
events. To me, the tournament just seemed a bit too informal,
with the final, critical round taking place in the same room as
one of the side events due to a lack of space.

I finished 10th with 3%-2%. One the whole, though, my reaction
to the tournament was quite positive. The following was one of my
more enjoyable attacking efforts.

Roper-Askew (Sicilian Dragon)
-1 e4 ¢c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3
g6 6 Be3 Bg7 7 f3 00 8 Qd2 Nc6 9 Bc4
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Currently the most popular move order, 9 g4 and 9 000 are
plausible alternatives.

9...Bd7 10 000 Rc8 11 Bb3 Ne5 12 h4 Nc4
The prophylactic 12...h5 is safer.
13 Bxc4 Rxc4 14 hS

A thematic and necessary pawn sacrifice. The compensation is so
tangible that this push can be wmade with the utmost confidence.

14...Nxh5 15 g4 Nf6 16 Bh6!?

Sacking the second pawn is very risky, but other moves allow
Black to play ...Re8 and ...Bh8 after Bhé.

16.. .Nxe4

Note that White threatens Bxg7, followed by Qh6+ and Nd5,
removing the defender.

17 Nxe#4 Rxd4?!

Since Black cannot keep all his material anyway, 17...Bxd4 wvas
better, when the White Queen will not reach h2 so quickly and the
active Black Rook will remain on the board.

18 Qh2 Rxd1+ 19 Kxd1
Now the passivity of Black’s position is obvious.

19...Bxb2?

Black has 1little better, and now he hopes for 20 Bxf8 Kxf8 when he
holds.

20 Be1!

Obvious bravado, but still cute.

20...h5 21 Bxb2 Qa5 22 Kc1

Averting a check in the line 22 gh5 Qxh5 23 Qg2 Qd5+
22...Bc6 23 gh5 Qxh5 24 Qg2 1-0

A flawed but enjoyable game.

U.S. OPEN

I was quite impressed by the tournament site and the excellent
one round per day format for the U.S. Open. As far as the
players are concerned, the tenacity of the "B” and "C" players
paired against higher-rated opponents impressed me. Many of
these individuals seemed to get psyched up when playing strong
"A” players and weak experts. Probably, they had beaten people
with such ratings in the past, and thus felt it was well within
their grasp to do so again, given some hard work at the board. I
saw & great many players around my own rating wandering around
the tournament hall, uninterested in playing ”B” and “C” players,
and many of them pald the price for that unfortunate but
understandable attitude.

Because 1 did not play as well as I might have, I was paired
down nine times, and it became a bit frustrating after awhile.
However, I did enjoy my games, though most of them were marred
by tactical blunders. My chance at prize money was crushed in
round 11, when, with six points, I lost on time in a much better
position against a 2100 player. I was up the exchange (Rook vs
Knight) for a pawn with Queens still on, and it was far from
clear that I could win, but the time forfeit was due to a silly
misconception on my part and a very poor clock borrowed from a
stranger. Though I knew my opponent's time was approaching six
o'clock, the clock wo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>