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Northwest Chess Hall of Fame

This month, January 2023, we begin to feature the inaugural class in the Northwest Chess Hall of Fame. We plan to reveal 
the first six inductees approximately one every two months during the year, depending on magazine space availability and 
our ability to produce introductory biographies on schedule.

Our first inductee is the legendary Life Master Viktors Pupols (see bio by IM John Donaldson, page 4). While the 
other five names of the inaugural class will appear one by one in future issues, we can tell you now that Viktors is the only one still 
with us. His history in the region is heavily weighted to playing chess practically everywhere over the past seven or eight decades, 
though he also has contributed to Northwest Chess magazine (even when it wasn’t yet Northwest Chess by name), given lectures 
at local clubs, and run tournaments, notably events on the ferries of Puget Sound. “Unkel Vik” was a fixture at Seattle’s Last Exit 
on Brooklyn in its heyday, blitzing with future GM Yasser Seirawan and countless others long into the University District nights.

Pupols is well-known to be one of the few players on the planet able to claim a plus score against World Champion Robert 
James Fischer. Of course his victory came a bit before Fischer was the World Champion, or even a Grandmaster, but it still counts. 
The game was an exciting Latvian Gambit, one of Viktors’ specialties, in a U. S. Junior event. Vik and Bobby were playing blitz the 
night before, with Bobby expressing doubt that Viktors would play such a bizarre opening in a real game against him. Next day he 
did exactly that, and the rest is the stuff of legend. 

One little-known fact about Viktors is his claim in the 1980s to be writing the definitive book on the best gas station and rest 
stop toilets in at least three states, having visited practically all of them driving obscure routes to tournament venues across the 
region. We aren’t sure if he ever found a publisher.

Congratulations on being the first inductee into the new Northwest Chess Hall of Fame, Unkel Vik.

— Ralph Dubisch for the Northwest Chess Board of Directors

“Issue 900!” 
Philip Peterson ............................................ Front Cover
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The Pacific Northwest (British 
Columbia, Idaho, Oregon and 
Washington) has a rich chess 
tradition dating back roughly 150 

years. During this time, it has produced a 
number of outstanding players including 
two-time World Championship Candidate 
Yasser Seirawan, Canadian Champions 
Peter Biyiasas and Duncan Suttles as well 
as three-time gold-medal winning U.S. 
Olympiad team member Arthur Dake. 
All, however, pale in terms of longevity 
when compared to the iron-man of chess 
in this region, if not the entire United 
States, Viktors Pupols.

Born in Latvia and raised in Germany, 
Viktors arrived in Tacoma in 1953 at the 
age of 19 and soon established himself 
as one of the best in the area, playing in 
his first state championship the following 
year. He has made a habit of participating 
in this annual invitational round robin 
event and through 2022 has competed in 
50 of them. Records are supposedly made 
to be broken, but it’s hard to imagine that 
happening to this one.

When Viktors played in his first 
Washington State Championship he was 
second to J.L. Sheets. This is the same 
Sheets who won a record nine Washington 
State Championship titles and was the 
victor in the inaugural competition in 
1932. Viktors is indeed living history.

The Washington State Championship 
isn’t the only tournament Viktors has 
played in. The US Chess online rating 
site, which goes back to September 1991, 
reports Pupols has played in 651 events 
the past three decades. Add in his activity 
the preceding four decades and it’s likely 
Viktors has competed in over 1000 

tournaments and played over 6000 games 
in his career.

Along the way Pupols has collected 
a number of scalps, but perhaps none 
as impressive as those of International 
Masters Bryce Tiglon and Dmitry 
Zilberstein in 2019 when he was in his 
early 80s. This is an accomplishment only 
a handful of octogenarian players have 
accomplished. On the other end of the 
age spectrum, Viktors defeated 12-year-

old Bobby Fischer in the 1955 US Junior. 
All those who have played Viktors can be 
thankful they do not need six degrees of 
separation to connect to Bobby.

The subject of a full-length biography 
by Larry Parr (Viktors Pupols: American 
Master) which covers his career up to 
1983, Viktors is the standard by which 
multiple generations of rising young stars 
have measured their progress. Long may 
this continue!

Northwest Chess
hall of fame INduCtee

VIktors PuPols
Im JohN doNaldsoN

Viktors Pupols at the 2022 Washington Class Championship. Photo credit: Meiling Cheng.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/113mJKWf_C7FLQovE7EJ12j29dz2M6JTm/view?usp=sharing


2023 PanAmerican Team Chess Championship
&

Seattle New Years Open
January 5 - 8, 2023

Hotel Info
& Rates:

Westin Seattle (1900 5th Ave, Seattle, WA 98101). $149 one King or two Queen - Beds. Call (206) 728-1000
(request PanAm rate) or visit the tournament website for online booking.

Format: Two section (Open/U1800) 4 player
team event

6 round Swiss; G/90+30
USCF + FIDE rated

One Section 3 player team event
5 round Swiss; G/60+10

unrated

Two sections individual event
(Open / U1700)

5 round Swiss; G/90+30
USCF + Open section FIDE rated

Schedule: 1/5: 10-1pm Onsite Registration
Rounds Thu 5 PM, Fri 10 AM & 5 PM,

Sat 10 AM & 5 PM, Sun 9 AM

1/7: 7-9 am Onsite Registration
Rounds Sat 10 AM & 2 PM & 5 PM,

Sun 9 AM & 12 PM

1/6: 1-4 pm Onsite Registration
Rounds Fri 5 PM, Sat 10 AM & 5 PM,

Sun 10 AM & 3:30PM

Entry
Fee:

$200 until 11/30/22, $250 after
*U1800: $200 EF covered by Red Bull

*$100 discount for U2100 teams
participating in CCL

$200 until 12/14/2022, $250 after
* EF waived it participating in CEA

mentorship program

Open: $80 until 12/31/22, $100 after
* $40 play-up fee if rated under 1700 in Open

* free entry for GM, IM, WGM, WIM
U1700: $60 until 12/31/22, $80 after

Prizes &
Awards:

Top 4 teams qualify for Final Four
College Chess Championship

Trophies and Plaques for best teams
and individuals (see website)

Trophies and Plaques for best teams
and individuals (see website)

$2350/b50
Open: $500/$350/ $200
1st U2100/U1900: $150

Reserve: $300/$200/ $150
1st U1500/U1300/U1100&Unr.: $100

Biggest Upset (per section): $25

Side events (Open to All)

Seattle New Years Blitz
Friday, 1/6/2023 at 9:00 PM

Entry Fee: $30 until 1/5/23, $40 after.
Free for collegiate and corporate

participants.
Prize Fund: $700

Seattle New Years Puzzle
Championship

Friday, 1/6/2023 at 3:30 - 4:30pm
Registration: $10 on site

and more …

Career Development
Workshops

Fri 8:30am Resume Workshop (Twitch)
Sat 3:00pm Chess Streamer Workshop

(chess.com)
Sat 8:00pm Networking Mixer

More information and additional side events at https://cea.gg/panam or email organizer Florian Helff at chess@cea.gg

https://cea.gg/pages/panam
mailto:chess%40cea.gg?subject=
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2022 Turkey 2022 Turkey 
ShootShoot

Adam PorthAdam Porth

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HUFFhAxAGAZyGYk5njterKKqm30IPAwq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RPBk-0ffF5cLjXok1FOKrtKKVAfuXMQR/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WFeGk7sFL0xLI0rjjhVkQV58-_j0vr-0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kMWrxENvX4CDtPEonkqZZncpBInLWT4l/view?usp=sharing
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Linus Wannamaker bagged a 
turkey! Literally. The Turkey 
Shoot was an annual event that I 
have run in the past and why not 

bring it back? There is a renewed interest 
in chess events and each tournament has 
new tournament players. This tournament, 
played in Coeur d'Alene on November 
20, 2022, had two more newbies among 
the 12 players of familiar faces.

Each player was provided a small pie 
of their choice and the games began with 
a gobble! Ken Erickson stayed on board 
one for four rounds and was the expected 
winner, however, Linus won in round 
four as both players used almost all their 
time (G/30). Even the best of us struggles 
with time trouble as the round three game 
demonstrated with Ken, down three 
pawns in a game against Braedon Marver. 
Ken was in time trouble again against 
Braedon with nearly three minutes left 
on his clock and Ken having less than 
30 seconds. Ken was able to successfully 
collect all Braedon’s pawns with his king 
and queen his remaining pawn with only 
two seconds left! Braedon resigned while 
the chess hall watched in awe of Ken’s 
speed and focus.

First place – Linus Wannamaker 
(Turkey)

Second place – Kenneth Erickson 
(Pumpkin Pie)

Third place – Desmond Porth (yam)

Linus Wannamaker (1466) –
Emmy Pimentel (498) [C55]

2022 Turkey Shoot
Coeur d’Alene, ID

(R1), November 20, 2022
[Ralph Dubisch]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4
The Italian Game.
3...  Nf6 4.d3
This quiet way to handle the Two Knights 
Defense is now by far the most popular 
method in Grandmaster play. Long ago 
4.Ng5 was standard, but it is now 
recognized as time wasting, and Black is 
thought to get plenty of counterplay with 
4...  d5 (4...  Bc5!? for the swashbucklers.) 
5.exd5 Na5 (5...  Nxd5? leads to the 
infamous Fried Liver attack. White can 
choose the immediate sacrifice on f7 
followed by Qf3, or open the center with 
6.d4.; Other moves have also been played 
and analyzed, mostly before there was 

computer assistance in the process. 
5...  Nd4 6.c3 b5 7.Bf1 Nxd5; 5...  b5 6.Bf1 
h6 7.Nxf7 Kxf7 8.dxc6) 6.Bb5+ c6 7.dxc6 
bxc6 8.Be2 h6 9.Nf3 e4.; 4.d4 can lead 
to the Max Lange Attack. 4...  exd4 5.e5 
(5.0-0 Nxe4 (5...  Bc5 6.e5 d5 7.exf6 dxc4) 
6.Re1 d5 7.Bxd5 (7.Nc3!?) 7...  Qxd5 
8.Nc3)

Position after 4.d3
4...  Be7
4...  Bc5 5.c3 a6 6.Bb3 Ba7 7.0-0 d6 
8.Nbd2 0-0 9.h3 Many of the subtleties of 
this opening now depend on whether one 
side or the other advances their a-pawn 
one or two spaces, starts maneuvering the 
knight from the queenside to the kingside, 
breaks in the center, pins on g4/g5...   Even 
the top GMs are capable of messing this 
up on a regular basis.
5.0-0 0-0 6.c3
6.Re1 d6 7.a4 (7.c3 Na5 8.Bb5 a6 9.Ba4 
b5 10.Bc2 c5 and we seem to have reached 
a position from the Spanish Game (Ruy 
Lopez). The modern way of playing the 
Italian lends itself to these transpositions.) 
7...  Na5 8.Ba2 c5 9.c3 Nc6 10.Nbd2 Be6 
11.Nc4
6...  d5
6...  d6 7.Bb3 Na5 8.Bc2 c5 9.Nbd2 Nc6 
10.Re1
7.exd5 Nxd5 8.Re1
8.h3
8...  Bf6
8...  Bg4 9.h3 Bh5 10.Nbd2 Nb6 11.Bb5 is 
roughly equal.
9.Nbd2 Be6
9...  Nb6
10.Ne4 Re8 11.Nfg5 Qe7?!
11...  Bxg5 12.Nxg5 h6 13.Nxe6 Rxe6/ 
White has the bishop pair, but Black has 
no serious weaknesses.
12.Nxe6 fxe6
Forced. 12...  Qxe6? 13.Nc5 Qd6 (13...  Qe7 

14.Nxb7 Nb6 15.Bb5 has similar issues.) 
14.Nxb7 loses a black pawn and doesn’t 
solve the problem of the loose knights.
13.Qf3 Rad8 14.b4 b5
Black has something of a bad bishop and 
those weak e-pawns to defend in the long 
term, so looks for short-term tactics to 
provide compensation. 14...  Nxc3 at first 
looks interesting: 15.Nxc3 e4, but 16.
Nxe4!! (The idea was 16.dxe4 Qxb4! 
regaining the piece with interest.) 
16...  Bxa1 17.Bg5 Bf6 (17...  Qxb4 18.Rxa1 
and White has both material and activity.) 
18.Nxf6+ gxf6 19.Bxf6+–

Position after 14... b5
15.Bb3
15.Bxb5 seems quite possible. The 
only risk lies in complex tactics such as 
15...   Nd4 16.cxd4 Qxb4, but something 
like 17.Bg5 Qxb5 18.Bxf6 Nxf6 19.Nxf6+ 
gxf6 20.Qxf6 leaves White with a strong 
initiative: 20...  exd4 (20...  Rxd4 21.Rxe5 
Rd5 22.Re4 Rg5 23.Rae1; 20...  Qxd3 
21.Re3) 21.Re5 (21.Rxe6?! Rf8 22.Qh4 
Qxd3 is not as clear for White.) 21...  Rd5 
22.Re4 Rg5 23.Qxd4, when White has 
excellent winning chances.
15...  Qf7 16.Bd2 Nce7 17.a4 a6 18.g3 

Linus Wannamaker.
Photo credit: Adam Porth.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E2aCFc4E5yeTE2rEAm90p6Pc2a95k5YU/view?usp=sharing
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Nf5 19.axb5 axb5 20.Ra6

Position after 20.Ra6
20... Ra8??
I like how White has opened and started 
operations on the a-file, and here Black 
cracks tactically. 20...  Be7 maintains the 
original disadvantage.
21.Rea1
Very good and quite thematic, but White 
can win more quickly with tactical 
motifs involving the loose rook on a8, 
overloaded pawn e6, loose knights, and 
a fork on d5: 21.Rxa8 Rxa8 22.Nxf6+ 
Qxf6 (22...  gxf6 23.Bxd5 exd5 24.Qxf5) 
23.Bxd5, when a recapture loses the rook 
to a fork, 23...  exd5 24.Qxd5+.
21...  Rxa6 22.Rxa6 h6

Position after 22... h6
23.Nxf6+
Or 23.Bxd5 exd5 24.Nxf6+ scoring the 
f5–knight.
23...  Nxf6 24.Rxe6! Rxe6 25.Qxf5 Nd5 
26.Qxf7+ Kxf7 27.Bxd5 Kf6 28.Bxe6 
Kxe6 29.Kg2 g5 30.Kf3 Kf5 31.g4+ Kf6 
32.Ke4 Ke6 33.f3 c6 34.h3 Kf6 35.f4
35.c4 Ke6 36.Bc3
35...  exf4 36.Bxf4 gxf4 37.Kxf4 Ke6 
38.c4 Kf6
38...  c5 39.bxc5 b4 40.Ke3 catches the 
pawn.
39.h4 Kg6
1–0

# Place Name Rating Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 Total T-Solkoff T-Cumul.

1 1 Linus Wannamaker 1466 W11 W2 D3 W7  3.5 8.5 9

2 2 Kenneth Erickson 1862 W5 L1 W7 W3  3.0 10.5 7

3 3-5 Desmond Addison Porth 1503 W6 W4 D1 L2  2.5 11 8

4 Scotty Brian Hohman 1017 W8 L3 W6 D5  2.5 9 6.5

5 Andersen Dank 974P L2 W11 W10 D4  2.5 7.5 5.5

6 6-8 Ryder Pimentel 956 L3 W8 L4 W9  2.0 8.5 4

7 Braeden Marver 1200P W12 W10 L2 L1  2.0 8 7

8 Mike O'Brien Unr. L4 L6 W12 W10  2.0 6 3

9 9 Gregory Deane Callen 828 L10 D12 W11 L6  1.5 4.5 3.5

10 10-11 Adam Porth 1472 W9 L7 L5 L8  1.0 8 4

11 Emmy Pimentel 498 L1 L5 L9 W12  1.0 8 1

12 12 Hudson Redder Unr. L7 D9 L8 L11  0.5 6.5 1.5

2022 Turkey Shoot Final Standings

Linus Wannamaker (L) and Kenneth Erickson. Photo credit: Adam Porth.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gRZCl5pub7fvL7yU4FO-rgR-aJe1mJTv/view?usp=sharing


CHESS TOURNAMENT 
 

Martin Luther King Day Monday, Jan. 16th, 2023 
Interlake High School 
16245 NE 24th St. Bellevue, WA 98008 
 
 

CLASSICAL SECTIONS: 
Open, U1500 
 

A 4-round G/50; +5 Swiss in two 
sections.  Longer time control for 
Intermediate to Advanced players.  
Dual NWSRS and US Chess Rated; US 
Chess membership required.  Rounds: 
9:15am, 11:15am, lunch, 1:30pm, 
3:30pm. Awards ceremony ~ 5:45pm.  
Armageddon playoff if needed to break 
tie for 1st Place in Open section 
immediately following the last round: 
G/10 white, G/8 black with draw odds. 
 

RAPID SECTIONS: 
K-1 U800, 2-3 U800, 4-8 U900 
K-3 U1200, 4-12 U1300 
 

A 5-round G/25; d5 Swiss in five 
sections.  Shorter time control for 
players of all levels.  Rounds: 9:15am, 
10:45am, lunch, 12:45pm, 2:15pm, 
3:45pm.  Awards ceremony ~ 5:15pm. 
 

ALL SECTIONS: 
NWSRS Rated.  Open, U1500, U1300, 
and U1200 sections are also US Chess 
rated, which requires clocks, notation, 
and US Chess membership.  Please 
bring a digital clock if you have one, 
a limited number will be available to 
borrow.  The U800 and U900 sections 
don’t require clocks or notation, but a 
clock set for 10 minutes will be placed 
in the game after 40 minutes of play. 
 

ELIGIBILITY:  
Open to all juniors under age 21 years 
of age as of the tournament date. 
Out-of-state players welcome! 
 

ENTRY FEE:  
$45 by Jan. 9th, $55 after. 
Room for 320 players. 
 

AWARDS:  
Section Prizes:  Amazon Gift Cards 
awarded in each section: 
1st $80, 2nd $70, 3rd $60, 4th $50, 5th $40 
 

Team Prizes:  Amazon Gift Cards 
awarded to the top 4 players from the 
top 5 finishing teams (top 4 scores 
from same school comprise team 
score) across all sections: 
1st $30, 2nd $25, 3rd $20, 4th $15, 5th $10. 
 

Special Prizes (per section):  Medals 
for first-time players, best female 
player (by TPR), and biggest upset. 
 

RATING: 
Highest of January supplement US 
Chess Regular/US Chess Online, or 
current NWSRS rating used to 
determine section and pairings. 
 

WA State Elementary 
Qualifier! 

THE DETAILS 
Health/Safety Protocols: All players and 
spectators are required to sign the WCF 
Health/Safety Protocols & Waiver of 
Liability form prior to the start of the 
tournament. 

Online Registration:  
NWchess.com/OnlineRegistration/  
Pay by Credit/Debit/PayPal.  

100% pre-registered, no on-site 
entries or payments.  Entry + 
payment deadline Sun. Jan 15th @ 
5:00pm.  No registrations accepted or 
refunds offered after the deadline.  
Unpaid players by the deadline will be 
withdrawn from the tournament. 

Highest finishing WA resident in the Open 
section seeds into the Premier section of 
the 2023 WA State Championship, and the 
2024 WA Junior Closed. 

This event is a qualifier for the WA State 
Elementary Tournament in April in 
Tacoma. Players scoring 2.5+ points in 
the 4-round sections or 3.0+ points in 
the 5-round sections will qualify for 
State. 

Pizza lunch and other concessions will 
be available for purchase on site. 

Questions? Contact Rekha Sagar, WCF 
Scholastic Director at 425.496.9160 or 
rekha4chess@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYe9O39aHziuCD4mv_DmhYgYgGresIyiaslCAwduaf2mKH9w/viewform
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:rekha4chess%40gmail.com?subject=
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FEBRUARY 4-5, 2023 
 
Sites: 
         Open section: Orlov Chess Academy – Seattle,  
7212 Woodlawn Ave NE, Seattle, WA 98115 
 

         Reserve section: Orlov Chess Academy – Redmond,  
4174 148th Ave NE, Building I, Ste. M, Redmond, WA 98052 
 

Format: A 5-Round Swiss event in two sections: Open and 
Reserve (U1600).  Max 30 players in Open section, max 25 
players in Reserve (U1600) – please register early! 
 

Entry Fee: Must be paid by Feb 1: no late or on-site 
registrations or payments.  $65 by Jan 28, $75 after.  Free 
entry for GMs, IMs, WGMs, or US Chess 2400+.  $40 play-up 
fee if rated under 1600 and playing in Open section. 
 

Time Control: Rd. 1: G/60;+10; Rd. 2-5: 40/120, SD/30; +10 
 

Rounds: Sat @ 9:30 AM, 12 PM, 6 PM; Sun @ 10 AM, 4 PM 
 

Prize Fund: $1,500 (based on 45 paid entries) 
 

    Open: 1st $250, 2nd $150, 3rd $125 
1st U2000/U1800: $100, Biggest Upset: $25 
 

    Reserve: 1st $200, 2nd $125, 3rd $100 
1st U1400/U1200/U1000/Unrated: $75, Biggest Upset: $25 

Info / Entries: 

Contact: Josh Sinanan, WCF 
President 
Phone: 206-769-3757 
Email: 
washingtonchessfederation@gmail.com 
 
Registration: Online at 
nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration  
Registration and payment 
deadline: Wed, Feb 1 @ 5pm.  
Unpaid players will be removed 
from the roster after the deadline, 
and players from a Waitlist will be 
offered a spot. 

Byes: Two half‐point byes available.  If 
interested, request before the end of round 2. 
 

Memberships: Current US Chess and WCF 
membership / Northwest Chess subscription 
required.  Memberships must be paid at time 
of registration. 
 

Rating: Dual rated - US Chess and NWSRS.  
Rounds 2-5 of Open section also FIDE rated.  
Highest of US Chess Regular (Feb 2023 rating 
supplement), US Chess Online, and NWSRS 
used to determine pairings and prizes.  Higher 
of US Chess and foreign ratings used at TD 
discretion. 
 

Health/Safety Protocols:  All players and 
parents (if U18) are required to sign the WCF 
Health / Safety Protocols & Waiver of Liability 
form prior to the start of the tournament. 

Highest finishing WA resident in 
the Open Section seeded into the 
2024 WA State Championship – 
Invitational section. 

and played:
21.Nh4
Not the best of moves, While’s still equal.
21...  g6
Critical position. The best was to 
exchange queens here and to play b4 like 
mentioned earlier, but I kept the queens 
on the board.
22.Qf3 c6 23.Ra5
Though the rook looks almost trapped, 
Black only has an edge here, and if 
something like ...  Nc7, then Rc5 could 
come and White’s rook would come back 
into play. Though the play is easier for 
Black, we agreed on a draw as he had 
seven minutes while I had 12. Overall, I 
missed a few chances which could have 
given me an advantage.
½–½

Noah Condit (1558) –
Skylor Chan (1600) [B52]

SPFNO K-8 Open
Bellevue, WA (R5), October 23, 2022

[Skylor Chan]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ Bd7
I play ...  Nd7 mainly, but I wanted to try 
something new.
4.Bxd7+ Qxd7 5.c3 Nf6 6.Qc2
Here I missed Qg4; this would pick up the 
e4-pawn after O-O.
6...  Nc6 7.d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4
Here I was considering exchanging on 
d4 or to play ...  Rc8. I figured that ...  Rc8 
would be better as if White doesn’t 
exchange the knights, they are left with 
this annoying c3-pawn which hinders 
their development.
8...  Rc8 9.Be3 Ng4! 10.Qe2
I would gladly take the bishop pair.
10...  Nxe3 11.Qxe3 d5
A questionable move, I should’ve waited 
a bit before playing this.
12.0-0 dxe4 13.Nd2
13.Nxc6
13...  Nxd4
13...  g6 14.Nxe4 Bg7
14.cxd4 g6 15.Nxe4 Bg7 16.Rfd1

16.d5 Rc2
16...  0-0 17.d5!? Rc2
Going after the pawns.
18.d6 b6
Important move, preventing Nb6.
19.Rd2 Rfc8 20.Qb3 Rxd2 21.Nxd2 
Qxd6
Now I am much better.
22.Rd1 Qc6
Rd8 is better, but it is already completely 
winning.
23.h3 Qc2 24.Qf3 Bxb2 25.Nb3 a5 
26.Rd2 Qb1+ 27.Kh2 Be5+ 28.g3 Rc2 
29.Qd3 Rb2 30.Rxb2
Opponent blunders his queen.
30...  Qxd3
0–1

pP

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYe9O39aHziuCD4mv_DmhYgYgGresIyiaslCAwduaf2mKH9w/viewform
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:washingtonchessfederation%40gmail.com?subject=
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It’s hard to believe that a whole 
year has elapsed since the first of 
at least three annual Susan Polgar 
Foundation National Open scholastic 

tournaments to be held in Seattle. Last 
year I volunteered the whole weekend 
with many other local chess players 
and tournament organizers, and had 
the opportunity to meet not only Susan 
Polgar, but also Seattle’s own Detective 
Cookie (local police officer who has run a 
free chess program for inner-city kids for 
the past 16 years).

This year there were over 400 kids 
participating in the K-12 scholastic 
tournament—in either a one-day five-
round, or two-day six-round, tournament. 
In addition to the two main events, there 
were also several side events: a chess-
puzzle-solving contest, an evening blitz 
tournament on Saturday, a Sunday book 
signing, a Girls Only workshop, and a 
Simul on Sunday afternoon with Susan 
playing 20 kids.

Another popular and highly entertaining 
side event was a magic show on Saturday 
evening in a main common area, while the 
blitz tournament was in progress. Since 
I “found” the magician, “Magic Rich” 
Waters, myself—meeting him while 
playing chess at the brand-new Detective 
Cookie Chess Park! I was committed 
to seeing his performance. And what a 
performance it was! A lot of younger 
children and parents gathered around, 
and his tricks amazed us. We experienced 
disappearing scarves, mind-boggling 
rope tricks, invisible card tricks, a bit of 
hypnosis with some juggling thrown in, 
and then a second hour when he twisted 
balloon critters for all the kids. (Balloon 
swords were also very popular.) I have 
no idea how any of those magic tricks 
actually work, but we were all spellbound. 
No doubt Magic Rich, who performs at 
birthday parties, conferences, and other 

events around the 
state, will be back 
for future scholastic 
tournaments. It was 
a lovely break from 
the intensive chess 
games for both 
players and parents.

This year the parents 
were much better 
behaved and seemed 
to accept the fact 
that they were not 

allowed in the tournament halls while the 
games were in progress. That made the 
“parent control duty” much easier than at 
several other tournaments I have attended 
as a volunteer.

The Simul was Sunday afternoon from 
1:00 PM until 4:00 PM, with Susan Polgar 
playing 20 kids. Parents and volunteers 
were allowed to remain seated in the 
room to watch. Several of the games 
lasted almost the entire three hours, 
with six or eight very young children 
among the last few games to finish. I 
had a brief chat with the McCallum 
family afterwards; they had travelled 
from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
to participate in the tournament. Both 
Elliott (age six) and Siobhan 
(age nine) also played in 
the Simul. Elliott, whose 
feet did not reach the floor 
from his chair, explained 
to me that his sister had 
received a chess set for her 
sixth birthday. Shortly after 
this (he would have been 
three), he began to play 
chess on that set, playing 
against himself...  a la Bobby 
Fischer. Both children now 
take small group lessons at 
the Vancouver Chess Club 
and belong to the chess 
club (which meets weekly 
during lunch recess) at their 
school. Both children will 
undoubtedly be high-level 
players in a few short years. 
The “last man standing” at 
the Simul was Yihaan Pai, 
age eight. Susan Polgar was 
very generous about signing 
every child’s scoresheet. 
She also kindly posed for a 
photograph with every child 
who won a trophy at both 
days’ award ceremonies.

The Susan Polgar Foundation also 
awarded two $50,000 college scholarships 
to top girl and boy finishers in the K-12 
Open event. Webster College in Saint 
Louis—where Susan is headquartered—
has a strong chess program, which Polgar 
previously coached.

I was fortunate to stay after the tournament 
and enjoy take-out Thai food with Susan 
Polgar, Washington Chess Federation 
President Josh Sinanan, Detective 
Cookie and several other members of the 
organizing committee. They discussed 
this year’s event over dinner — what 
went well and what might be slightly 
revised for next year. Susan was headed 
for France next, almost immediately.

There is a huge amount of time, energy 
and planning required for a scholastic 
tournament of this size. Interestingly, 
there was a film crew with Polgar in 
Seattle at this tournament. They are 
making a documentary about her life, 
and this was one of their first filmings, 
according to the crew director. Stay 
tuned down the road — it hasn’t been 
determined yet which network will air the 
documentary. I am already committed to 
volunteering at next year’s third annual 
Susan Polgar Foundation National Open!

SPF National 
Open

(Year Two In Seattle)
Karen Schmidt

 (L) Siobhan and Elliot McCallum from Vancouver, B.C. at the 
SPFNO. Photo Credit: Susie McCallum.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w2kn9MhIsXZNVr8XFO3kM5Wajq2e6mrL/view?usp=sharing
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In a recent article in this magazine 
(“Took The Train To Spokane,” 
December 2022 Northwest Chess, 
page 27), Karen Schmidt laments the 

alarmingly high standard of play among 
unrated players at recent tournaments in 
the Pacific Northwest. She complains that 
“... there seemingly are no more novices...  
I realized that the UNR (unrated) players 
now average about a 1600 skill level.” 

She attributes the high level of 
play of these tournament newbies to the 
fact that they most probably have spent 
countless hours playing on chess.com and 
lichess, and have most probably watched 
countless videos by the likes of Youtubers 
like Agadmator and Gothamchess, all 
before taking their first step through the 
doors of a brick-and-mortar tournament 
hall. I would add that the pandemic 
definitely helped too; personally, I 
probably spent more time playing online 
chess and taking chess lessons during the 
last two years than I did in all the years 
prior to that, combined. So to be fair, it 
wasn’t just unrated players who benefitted 
from the COVID lockdowns; rank-and-
file class players like me also benefitted. 

But having said that, I do share 
Schmidt’s lamentations, to a degree. It’s 
definitely true that the standard of unrated 
play has gone up exponentially. Gone are 
the days where one can reliably expect 
unrated players to be noobs who barely 
know how the pieces move, who drop 
pieces right and left, so that all one has 
to do is simply sit back and wait for them 
to self-destruct and claim an easy win. 
Heck, these days, unrated players even 
win tournaments! In what is surely an 
unprecedented feat in the history of Idaho 
chess (Idaho chess historians out there, 
please correct me if I’m wrong), Jeremy 
Thomas won his debut tournament, the 
Eastern Idaho Open, back in September. 
(For the gory details, please see Jay 
Simonson’s report on this tournament in 
the December 2022 issue of Northwest 
Chess, page 29.) 

Full disclosure: Jeremy is a long-
time friend and regular chess partner of 
mine. So I knew going into the tournament 
(which I also played in) that he is a strong 
player and would acquit himself well...  
but not this well. Also, although he has 
played tons of games on chess.com and 
has most likely watched at least a few 
chess videos before his tournament debut, 
Professor Thomas also has to juggle 
family responsibilities while serving as 
the Chair of the Department of Sociology, 

Social Work, and Criminology at Idaho 
State. In other words, he’s not exactly a 
chess bum or one of those annoying kids 
who have tons of time to devote to chess 
study...  And yet he had the gall to win his 
first OTB chess tournament. What is the 
world coming to?!

Oh well. Life is not always fair, is it? 
But it’s not all doom and gloom. I must 
also admit that playing stronger unrated 
players does have its upsides. I can’t speak 
for anybody else, but my experience has 
been that when I play weaker players, my 
play tends to get a bit sloppy. I don’t look 
as hard for tactics and other opportunities, 
and basically just cruise along, confident 
that all I have to do is wait for them to 
blunder and self-destruct. In contrast, 
facing stronger opposition forces me to 
look harder at the position in every move, 
and pushes me to play and perform at 
a higher level than I would have if my 
opponent had been a noob.

My recent game from round four of 
the Eastern Idaho Open illustrates this 
point perfectly. My opponent was a young 
unrated player. I had the white pieces, and 
after 1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 g6 3.c4 dxc4 4.e4 Bg4 
5.Bxc4 Bg7, the following position 
resulted:

What would you play as white in this 
position? If I were a little less vigilant, 
I would have played something like 
6.Be3, following the general opening rule 
of thumb to develop all my pieces. But 

because I was playing an unrated player 
whose real strength was unknown to me at 
the time, my spidey senses were on high 
alert, and I almost immediately spotted 
6.Bxf7+!! After 6... Kxf7 7.Ng5+ Ke8 
8.Qxg4, White is clearly winning; Black 
is a pawn down and has lost the right 
to castle. I then capitalized on Black’s 
disarray and my much more active pieces 
to hunt down his king, eventually winning 
the game in 26 moves without castling or 
even developing my queenside rook and 
knight. I’m not going to show the entire 
game here, but if you’re interested, shoot 
me an email at siegfried23@hotmail.com

I learned later that my opponent’s 
provisional rating was in the 1600s, and 
that he had actually beaten a 1600 and 
a 1700 in rounds two and three, before 
succumbing to a lowly 1500 (me) in the 
final round. In other words, he would 
have had a provisional rating in the 1800s 
or the 1900s if he hadn’t lost to me! I am 
therefore performing a valuable public 
service in the Idaho chess community: 
Preventing unrated players from having 
inflated provisional ratings. You’re 
welcome. 

But jokes aside, let me get back to 
my original point, which is that I seem 
to play better against strong players, 
especially if they are unknown quantities. 
As a matter of fact, my bishop sacrifice 
in this game was my first-ever brilliant 
move (according to Stockfish 11) in an 
OTB tournament. And it’s all because 
of my heightened Spidey senses in the 
presence of strong unrated opposition. If 
it weren’t because of this unrated player, 
I might have lived my entire life without 
ever playing a brilliant move in an OTB 
tournament. Okay, I’m probably being 
melodramatic here, but you get the point. 

So yeah, I welcome the prospect of 
playing more strong unrated players in 
tournaments to come. Jeremy Thomases 
of the world, bring it on!

Where Have All The 
Novices Gone

(Long Time Passing... )
Nobel Ang

https://www.chess.com/home
https://lichess.org/
https://www.chess.com/home
mailto:siegfried23@hotmail.com


Northwest Chess                                             January 2023                                                                     Page 29

2022 Challenger’s Cup Scholastic
By Josh Sinanan

The 2022 Challenger’s Cup Scholastic chess tournament was held Saturday, November 12, at Chinook Middle School in 
Bellevue. The event marked the first in-person scholastic tournament hosted by WCF at a school since the pandemic! A total of 190 
talented scholastic chess players in grades K-12 participated from throughout the Pacific Northwest, including the cities of Bothell, 
Seattle Redmond, Bellevue, Woodinville, Sammamish, Normandy Park, Kirkland, Snoqualmie, Mercer Island, Renton, Bainbridge 
Island, Issaquah, Salem (OR), Medina, Clyde Hill, Duvall, Yarrow Point, Olympia, and Snohomish! The event was hosted by the 
Washington Chess Federation and directed by WCF Scholastic Director Rekha Sagar with assistance from WCF Member-at-Large 
Ani Barua and WCF Women’s and Girl’s Chess Director Chouchan Airapetian. Floor judges and TDs included Tim Campbell 
and Jeff Weng. Amazing photographs were taken throughout the day by WCF Officers Rekha Sagar, Ani Barua, and Chouchan 
Airapetian. The five-round, game in twenty-five minutes with a five-second delay, Swiss tournament was split into five sections 
parsed by grade level and rating: K-1 U800, 2-3 U800, K-3 Open, 4-8 U900, and 4-12 Open.

Congratulations to the courageous chess warriors who participated, many for whom it was their first ever chess tournament! 
Our vibrant chess community continues to thrive as we return to playing chess across the board. Special recognition is due to our 
Amazon Gift Card prize winners:

Section 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

K-1 U800 Sahaan Vivek

2-3 U800 William Zhao Vidur Ganesan

K-3 Open Aahan Sriram

4-8 U900

4-12 Open Erik Kato Atharva Joshi

Section Prizes - Amazon E-Gift cards (1st-5th) awarded in each section.                                        

1st $90, 2nd $80, 3rd $70, 4th $60, 5th $50

Eric Wang, Peter Michiels & Niranjan Prashant
Shreyas Kedarisetty, Krish Vijay & 

Cristina Juarez-Caballero
Gavin Shi, Evan Cen, Dann Merriman, Haituka 

Anandkumar, Smaran Malakapalli & Pranav Kokati

Chen Yuan & Jinhan Zou Vivienne Luo & Samuel Zhang

Rafael Palathingal, Oliver Su, Snehil Ghosh & Yi-En Pi Hu

Edgar Li, Elijah Edwin, Wen Liang & Vayu Kakkad

Section Best Female Player
(by TPR) Biggest Upsets

K-1 U800 Bella Li Jinhan Zou

2-3 U800 Ananya Sabarish Nithilan Venkatesan

K-3 Open Aditi Sembium Caden Chang

4-8 U900 Vaidehi Joshi Charan Bikkula

4-12 Open Lakshana Anand Kenan Khatib

Special Prizes -  Medals for first-timers (awarded at-
site), best female player, and biggest upset.
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Address
7212 Woodlawn Ave NE

Seattle WA 98115
Info

www.seattlechess.club
Addresses for Entries

SCC Tnmt Dir
2420 S 137 St

Seattle WA 98168
—or—

www.seattlechess.club










Seattle
 

Chess
 Club 

Tourn
amen

ts

January 14 Saturday Quads
Format: 3-RR, 4-plyr sec. by rtg. TC: G/100;+10. EF: 
$9(+$7 fee for non-SCC). Prizes: Free quad entry. Reg: 
9-9:45 a.m. Rds: 10:00-2:15-6:30. Misc: US Chess, WCF; 
OSA. NS, NC.

January 15 SCC Novice
Format: 4-SS. Open to U1200 and UNR. TC: G/60;+15. EF: 
$20 (-$2 SCC members). Prizes: SCC membership(s). Reg: 
9-9:45a.m. Rds: 10-12:45-3:30-6. Byes: 1 (Rd 3/4–commit 
at reg.). Misc: US Chess memb. req’d. NS, NC.

January 29 Sunday Tornado
Format: 4-SS. TC: G/50;+10. EF: $18 (+$7 fee for non-
SCC). Prizes: 1st 35%, 2nd 27%, Bottom Half 1st 22%, 2nd 
16% ($10 per EF to prize fund). Reg: 10:30-11:15 a.m. Rds: 
11:30-1:50-4:10-6:30. Byes: 1 (Rd 3/4–commit at reg.). Misc: 
US Chess, WCF; OSA. NS, NC.

February 4 Saturday Quads
Format: 3-RR, 4-plyr sec. by rtg. TC: G/100;+10. EF: 
$9(+$7 fee for non-SCC). Prizes: Free quad entry. Reg: 
9-9:45 a.m. Rds: 10:00-2:15-6:30. Misc: US Chess, WCF; 
OSA. NS, NC.

SCC Fridays
One US Chess-rated round per night (free to SCC 

members, $5 per night for others) normally played at a 
rate of 40/90 followed by 30/60. Drop in for any round!

January Thaw (Close Ratings): 1/6, 13, 20, 27.
Cabin Fever: 2/3, 10, 17, 24.
March Winds (Close Ratings): 3/3, 10, 17, 24.
Fifth Friday G/15 (4 or 5 rds.): 3/31.
April Showers: 4/7, 14, 21, 28.

Mondays 
are for casual play

Seattle City Championship
January 21-22

A five-round Swiss with a time control of G/100;+25. The prize fund of $585 is based on 24 paid entries, 3 per 
prize group.

First $150  Class C $50
Second $100  Class D $45
Expert $65  Class E & Under $40
Class A $60  Unrated $20
Class B $55     

  
EF: $44 ($33 for SCC members) if received by 1/16. Thereafter, $56 ($44 for SCC members).

Reg.: Sat. 9-9:45am. Rds: Sat. 10-2:45-7:30, Sun. 11-4.
Byes: 2 (Sun. rds, commit at reg.).  Misc.: US Chess & ICA/OCF/WCF memb. req’d. NS. NC.

http://www.seattlechess.club


 

CHESS TOURNAMENT 
 

President’s Day Monday, February 20, 2023 
Chinook Middle School 
2001 98th Ave NE  Bellevue, WA 98004 
 
 

OPEN SECTIONS: 
K-5 Open, K-12 Open 
 

A 5-round G/25; +5 Swiss.  For 
advanced beginner to advanced 
players. 
 

Dual Northwest and US Chess 
Rated.  US Chess membership 
required.  Clocks and notation 
required – Please bring a digital 
clock if you have one, a limited 
number will be available to borrow. 
 

RESERVE SECTIONS: 
Kindergarten, K-2 U800, 
K-5 U900, K-12 U1200: 
 

A 5-round G/30 Swiss.  For novice to 
intermediate players.  Northwest 
rated only.  US Chess membership 
not required.  No clocks used from 
the start, but a 10-minute clock will 
be placed into the game after 40 
minutes. 
 

SCHEDULE: 
Rounds: 9:15am, 10:45am, lunch, 
12:30pm, 1:45pm, 3:00pm.  Awards 
presentation ~ 4:30pm. 
 

WA State Elementary 
Qualifier! 

ELIGIBILITY:  
Open to all students registered in 
grades K-12.  Out-of-state players 
welcome!  
  

ENTRY FEE:  
$45 by Feb. 13th, $55 after.  Room for 

200 players. 
 

AWARDS:  
Section Prizes:  Amazon Gift Cards 
awarded in each section: 
1st $80, 2nd $70, 3rd $60, 4th $50, 5th 

$40 
 

Team Prizes:  Trophies awarded to 
the top 5 finishing teams (top 4 scores 
from same school comprise team 
score) across all sections. 
 

Special Prizes (per section):  Medals 
for first-time players, best female 
player (by TPR), and biggest upset. 
 

RATING: 
Highest of February supplement US 
Chess Regular/US Chess Online, or 
current NWSRS rating used to 

determine section and pairings. 

  

THE DETAILS 

Health/Safety Protocols: All 
players and spectators are 
required to sign the WCF 
Health/Safety Protocols & Waiver 
of Liability form prior to the start 
of the tournament. 

100% pre-registered, no on-site 
entries or payments.  Entry + 
payment deadline Sun. Feb. 
19th @ 5:00pm.  Unpaid players 
by the deadline will be withdrawn 
from the tournament. 

This event is a qualifier for the 
WA State Elementary 
Championship on April 29 in 
Tacoma.  Players scoring 3.0+ 
points will qualify for State. 

Online Registration:  
NWchess.com/OnlineRegistration/  
Pay by Credit/Debit/PayPal.  

Pizza lunch and other concessions 
will be available for purchase on 
site. 

Questions? 

Contact Rekha Sagar, WCF 
Scholastic Director at 
425.496.9160 or 
rekha4chess@gmail.com 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYe9O39aHziuCD4mv_DmhYgYgGresIyiaslCAwduaf2mKH9w/viewform
https://nwchess.com/OnlineRegistration/
mailto:rekha4chess%40gmail.com?subject=


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ptet16ZkauwBmdjjjtW91Y34-uo8CBtZ/view?usp=sharing



